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We publish the following letter of thanks from the Governor of the
State to Dr. Gay and the surgeons who accompanied him on his visit
to Washington to aid in the care of the wounded after the unfortunate
retreat of General Pope. Dr. Ga3''s admirable report has already
been published in full, and a lengthened notice of it appeared in the
Journal of Nov. 6th. The promptness of the members of the profes-
sion who have so often responded to the repeated calls of Government
to assist in alleviating the sufferings of our wounded men, is most
honorable to the body they represent, and the dignified and well-timed
acknowledgment of the Governor is an evidence of his high apprecia-
tion of the services thus rendered to the State and country.

j Commonwealth op Massachusetts, Executive
( Department, Boston, Nov. 10, 1862.

To Geo. H. Gay, M.D., Boston.
Sir,—I have received from the Surgeon-General of the Common-

wealth your report made to him under date of Oct. 1, 1862, of the ob-
servations made by yourself and the surgeons who accompanied you
to Washington, on Sunday, Aug. 31st, in answer to a call made by
the Secretary of War.
I take great pleasure in returning to you my most cordial and sin-

cere thanks, in behalf of the people of the Commonwealth, for the
prompt zeal with which you, with the gentlemen who accompanied
you, responded to this sudden call, and for the invaluable services
which you were able to render to the wounded and suffering soldiers
of Massachusetts, lying upon the battle field and in the hospitals,
thus proving to them that, though far from home and the tender care
of friendly hands, their native State was not unmindful of their suffer-
ings and wants. Your generous alacrity has reflected the highest
credit upon you, attesting alike your zeal as patriots and the humanity
with which you respond to the calls of your profession.
I would thank you, also, for the elaborate and carefully-prepared

tables that accompany your report, and desire through you to make
my most sincere acknowledgments to the gentlemen who accompanied
you on this service.
I have the honor to be, very sincerely,

Your obedient servant, John A. Andrew,
_

Governor of Massachusetts.
Mr. Editor,—I take the liberty to ask whether room enough cannot be

afforded on one of the pages of your Journal for such atable of French
weights and measures as would enable those not familiar with them to
find their equivalents in English. In the Journal of the 6th of No-
vember, page 286, is the following formula for hoarseness :—Liquid
ammonia, 10 drops ; syrup of Crysimurn, 45 grammes ; infusion of
blossoms of the lime tree, 90 grammes ; all to be taken in one draught.
If this cured Napoleon I., some Yankee might be disposed to try it.
But what is Crysimurn ? 1 do not find it in Dunglison's Dictionary,
1860, nor in Griffith's Dispensatory. I suppose that a large propor-
tion of the readers of your Journal would require some time to trans-
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late a recipe from a French apothecary. Let our students of medi-
cine at Paris, before sending a recipe to one of our journals, translate
it, if they know how ; or let there be a standing table in the Journal from
which every country physician may cypher out the true English.

Query. What and how much was the " Boyal potion " which Na-
poleon took with the effect of preparing his throat formaking a speech ?

A Header.
In reply to our correspondent, we can only say that we are at a loss

to conjecture what is intended by the word Grysimum, unless it be
Grysanthemum. The latter is a mild tonic remedy, and is sometimes
used in Europe in certain pulmonary affections, and its syrup might
very well be combined with the other remedies mentioned above. It
is possible that the syrup of orange, formerly known as Chrysomelia,
may be the article referred to.
With regard to the employment of French terms in designating

weights and measures, it may be said that all well educated physicians
are supposed to be acquainted with their relative value ; at all events,
such a table as our correspondent suggests is already to be found in
the United States Dispensatory, which is presumed to be, or ought to
be, always at hand on the table of every practitioner. A gramme is
the unit of weight according to the modern French system, and is
about equivalent to fifteen of our Troy grains. A tenth of this, called
a decigramme, according to the decimal system, would therefore corres-

pond very nearly to our grain. The old French grain, also in use,
is considerably less than our own, seventy-two constituting our drachm.

Berkshire Medical College.—The Commencement exercises of
Berkshire Medical College occurred on the 19th inst., consisting of
prayer by Eev. Dr. Todd ; reading and defending theses, by candi-
dates ; conferring degrees, by President H. H. Childs ; address to the
Alumni, by Dr. E. N. Bostwick ; Valedictory to the Graduates, by
Prof. Wm. Warren Green.
The following gentlemen received the degree of Doctor in Medicine.

NAME.

F. F. Brown, A.M.,
D. T. Brown,
G. T. Ballard,
Noah Cressy,
George Collins,
Nathan Camp,
C. R. Davis,
D. B. N. Fish,
E. A. Hutchins,
Thomas Henderson,
E. B. Lyon,
O. E. Ross,
W. H. Scott,
D. Saterlee,
W. O. Smith,
J. J. Towl,
W. H. H. Varney,
Isaac Poole,
J. S. Talbot,

RESIDENCE.
Sudbury, Mass.,Danby, 111.,
Holland, Mass.,
Rowe, Mass.,
New Gloucester, Me.,
Troy, N. Y.,
Greenport, N. Y.,
Amherst, Mass.,
Keesville, N. Y.,
Amherst, Mass.,
Woodstock, Conn.
Cornwall, Vt.,
Lanesboro', Mass.,
Gale's Ferry, Conn.,
Durham, N. Y.,
Middlebury, Vt.,Charlotte, Vt.,
Halifax, Mass.,
Wilmington, Vt,

THESIS.
Insanity.
Sig?is of Pregnancy.
Vis Medicatrix Naturce.
Animal Heat.
Diphtheria.
Typhoid Fever.
Progress of Med. Science.
Duties of a Physician.
Phthisis Pulmonalis.
Gun-shot Wounds.
The Medical Practitioner.
Hœmoptysis.
Diphtheria.
Gun-shot Wounds.
Differential Diagnosis of

Thoracic Disease.
Sycosis.
Tuberculosis.
Death.

Cleanliness in Hospitals.-—The great importance of perfect cleanli-
ness in and about hospitals is well illustrated by the following facts
mentioned, by a writer in the Chicago Medical Journal :—
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" I have charge of the flag hospital, which is made up of two wards
or rooms, separated by a simple board partition, and there is one cu-
rious fact in this connection which is inexplicable to me, and that is,
that the mortality in the two wards is as four to one. The number of
patients in the two wards differs but little, and the care and attention
on the part of the nurses is the same, and I am sure that there is no
want of care as to ventilation, and still four die in ward eight for every
one in ward nine. Neither is there any selection of patients ; they
are sent indiscriminately to either ward wherever a vacancy occurs.
The ventilation of the two is alike. There is only one fact that seems
to bear on it, and that is, that south of ward eight there were a num-
ber of privy sinks, and as our principal winds were from the sbuth-
west the stench from these came directly through this ward. Whether
this was sufficient to account for it, with the free circulation of air
which was maintained, or whether it was simply a coincidence, I am
unable to determine ; but sure I am that it was to me a very curious
fact. This difference was not only for a week, by an accidental accu-
mulation of bad cases, but was maintained during my entire service.
Many who recovered of slight ailments, remaining as a matter of com-
fort or convenience for l'ation day, relapsed and died ; so that at last
I allowed none to stay longer than when they7 were able to go to their
quarters."

_

Hospitals in San Francisco.—One of the largest of these noble in-
stutions is St. Mary's Hospital, under the care of the Sisters of Mer-
cy. " This fine building," says the PacificMedical and Surgical Jour-
nal, " is situated on the corner of Bryant and First streets, in the east-
ern quarter of our city, on an elevated and healthy site, commanding
a magnificent view of the Bay of San Francisco and the surrounding
country. The portion erected is a little more than half of the contem-
plated hospital. It now measures T5 by 150 feet on the ground, and
presents a fine front, four stories in height. The internal divisions are

admirably adapted for the purposes designed. The ceilings are high,
and the ventilation, light, &c, have been properly attended to. There
are warm, cold and shower baths on each floor, with gas throughout
the building. Besides twelve large and commodious wards, furnished
with all the requisites usually found in the best establishments of the
kind, there are a sufficient number of private rooms neatly fitted up,
several of which are appropriated to midwifery cases. Patients in the
general wards are charged $10 per week—including board, lodging,
medical attendance and medicine ; $20 in private rooms. The hospi-
tal is under the professional charge of Dr. Toland, as visiting surgeon,
and Dr. M. W. Lee, as resident physician. Patients occupying pri-
vate rooms may, at their option and individual expense, employ their
own physicians. The French and German Benevolent Societies in San
Francisco have large and comfortable hospitals, established for the
purpose of affording assistance to sick members."

Medical Examination by Concours.—As many of our readers are

perhaps unacquainted with the mode adopted in the French Hospitals
and Schools in the selection of teachers and professors, we quote the
following from the Paris correspondence of the London Lancet :
" M. Devergie, one of the physicians of St. Louis, has written an

interesting letter to the papers, in which he suggests certain impor-
tant modifications of the existing programme for the concours of ad-
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mission to the Bureau Central. As one of the judges in the late
examination, by which MM. Luys, Parrot, and Tamarel-Mauriac. have
been called to fill the existing vacancies, he has been struck by cer-
tain deficiencies, which he proposes to remedy. ' The concours for
admission to the Bureau Central,' he observes, 'is the most impor-
tant event in the life of the medical man of this capital. It opens to
him the doors of the hospital, because the medical staff" of this insti-
tution are called upon in turn to fill up the vacancies which, from age,
resignations, or death, may occur. The number of candidates is often
considerable (as many as thirty-six or forty for one, two or three
places). Nearly all have been hospital internes, and some have pre-
sented themselves already seven or eight times.' The examination
consists of two parts, one being for the purpose of elimination, the
other for that of selection. If one vacancy only exist, five candidates
are reserved from the whole number by the first process ; if two,
eight, and if three, ten. In the first stage of the concours there are
two kinds of probation, the one clinical—namely, the examination of
a patient for ten minutes—followed by a clinical lecture upon the case,
without timefor reflection, the lecture to last a quarter of an hour ; the
other, a written examination, the questions proposed being answered
in three hours. For the concluding trial between the candidates re-

served, a clinical examination alonéis resorted to."

The New Pharmacopoeia.—Several difficulties having arisen with
regard to the new Pharmacopoeia, Parliamentary interference has be-
come necessary to remove them. A bill has accordingly been brought
in by the Lord President, consisting of two clauses. The first pro-
vides that the General Council of Medical Education and Begistration
shall be deemed to be and to have been, from the date of its first esta-
blishment, a corporate body, with a capacity to hold lands for the pur-
poses of the Medical Act. The second directs that the British Phar-
macopoeia, when published, shall for all purposes be substituted for the
existing Pharmacopoeias, and that any Act of Parliament, order in
Council, or custom relating to any of these, shall be deemed, after the
publication of the British Pharmacopoeia, to refer to it.—Edinburgh
Medical Journal.

VITAL STATISTICS OF BOSTON.
For the Week ending Saturday, November 22d, 18G2.

DEATHS.

Deaths during theweek,.
Average Mortality of the corresponding weeks of the ten years, 1851-1861,
Average corrected to increasedpopulation,.
Deaths of persons above90,.

Males.
42
37.0

Femalesl Total.
32 74
36.8 73.8

81.33
0 0

Pamphlets Received.—Address delivered before the Medical Class of the University of Vermont, by
Charles L. Allen, M.D.—Catalogue of the Trustees, Overseers, Faculty and Students of the Berkshire Medi-
cal Institution, for the year 1862.

Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, November 22d, 74. Males, 42—Females, 32.
Accident, 1—apoplexy, 3—disease of the brain, 2—inflammation of the brain,^2—bronchitis, 2—cancer, 2
—cholera morbus, 1—consumption, 17—convulsions, 3—croup, 4—cyanosis, 1—debility, 1—diphtheria, 1
—dropsy, 1—dropsy of the brain, 3—epilepsy, 1—scarlet fever, 4—typhoid fever, 2—haemorrhage, 1—
disease of the heart, 2—infantile disease, 2—disease of the kidneys, 1—congestion of the lungs, 1—inflamma-
tion of the lungs, 2—marasmus, 2—old age, 1—pericarditis, 1—premature birth, 1—puerperal convulsions,
1—suicide, 2—unknown, 5—whooping cough, 1.
Under 5 years of age, 26—between 5 and 20 years, 10—between 20 ail 40 years, 18—between 40 and 60

years, 12—above 60 years, 8. liorn in the United Sutes, 51—Ireland, 15—other places, 8.
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